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Phenology: A Method for Observing Nature
Do you make a note on your calendar when you see the first Sandhill
Crane arrive in spring? Or have you noticed that the first robin seems
to be here earlier than last year? If you observe events in nature
such as these, you are a citizen-scientist using phenology, the study
of seasonal plant and animal changes related to variations in climate.
For example, we’ve observed that Sandhill Cranes come to our part
of Wisconsin around mid-February. And records show that we can
expect to start hearing the songs of the American toad in mid-April.
Phenology studies temperature, sunlight, precipitation, and seasonal
changes, and how plants and animals react to those changes. Citizens and scientists alike record phenological data and use it to predict when migratory birds and animals will return to our area or when
the ice will go off our lakes.
For example, Dave DeAngelis, KMLT President, has collected data for several years on the ice-off dates for
Lauderdale Lakes. Here is the information for Green Lake, the largest in the system.
From Dave’s chart, we can see that the ice-off dates range from late February to
early April. An organization that does water quality testing might use this data to
schedule the earliest date for the first tests of the season, predicting that April 15 th
would be a safe date. (In Japan, cherry blossom bloom dates have been tracked
for centuries and are used to schedule the Cherry Blossom Festivals.)
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Phenology has other practical applications. We use it when planting our gardens.
We watch for the native plants and perennials to appear, and we wait for Memorial Day to plant tomatoes, or wait for a certain soil temperature. We learn these
times from our experience, but we can also record the data year-to-year and see
if we can use it to plan for next year.
For more information, see the National Phenology Network’s website
www.usanpn.org. They sponsor Nature’s Notebook, an online plant and animal monitoring program that ordinary people can participate in.
Now that you’ve learned a new word you can add phenology to your citizen-scientist toolbox. This is a perfect time of year to start observing and recording. So go outside to your yard – or one of the KMLT preserves or County parks – and listen, see and experience the cycles of the natural world.

KMLT Receives Recognition
Kettle Moraine Land Trust announced it has renewed its Land Trust Alliance accreditation – proving once
again that it is committed to professional excellence and to maintaining the public’s trust in its conservation
work.
“We at Kettle Moraine Land Trust are dedicated to the conservation of lakes, streams, wildlife habitat, forests and wetlands in Walworth County”, said Dave DeAngelis, President.
“Our talented board has shown that it can make a big difference in the community." The
Land Trust Accreditation Commission awarded the renewed accreditation, signifying its
confidence that Kettle Moraine Land Trust’s lands will be protected forever. The Commission especially commended the Trust for the community outreach events held in 2017.

Stewardship - What Does it Mean?

From The President

When Romans ruled the lands and seas, a steward was a person who oversaw the caretaking of their
master’s resources. If the resource was an item such as a goblet or jewel, the steward only had to ensure it
was not harmed or stolen. If the resource was lands, an orchard or livestock, the steward needed the
knowledge and ability to ensure the resource remained in as good or better condition than received. Today we use the term steward to mean a person who takes a deliberate approach to managing lands in a
way so land remains vibrant, full of health and able to endure over time.

Spring Thoughts from President Dave DeAngelis
Thank you for making 2017 great for Kettle Moraine Land Trust! Our events
were educational and fun, and reached many people in the community. Our
preserves and easements continue to be well managed and strategically significant. Financially we had a positive 2017 and are positioned for a successful
2018. And it’s all due to you, the members and donors, who answered the call
and met the challenges. We asked, and you the members answered… the
Trust could not keep going without you.
What’s next for 2018? We recently received news that we’ve had our national
Land Trust Alliance accreditation renewed for 5 more years. There’s a separate article in this newsletter
about renewal, but it is a stringent process for a Land Trust to prove its compliance to the rigorous standards set by the LTA. In their review, they made a special commendation for our Nature Nourishes program that included Wild Edibles and Meet the Monarchs last year. We’ll be working on planning equally
great events for you this spring, summer and fall.
Plans are in the works for our middle and high school field days, where kids in science classes have the
opportunity to get out to the field and be inspired by real nature and the passionate adults who teach
them. We’ll be sure our public preserves are in great shape for visitors such as you and your family to
walk and see wildlife and relax for a time.
So watch for updates in our newsletters, website and Facebook pages… see you in nature!

Dave DeAngelis, President

Volunteers - Thank You!
Kettle Moraine Land Trust thanks all the volunteers who worked so hard to help with KMLT preserves,
easements and Walworth County Parks. Hundreds of hours of work were performed by the following volunteers. If you’re interested in volunteering, please call Maggie at 262-949-7211 - we’d love to have you!
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KMLT believes that organizations and people have an obligation
to be the best stewards they can be so we included environmental education in our mission when the Trust was first established.
Over time, we have expanded our education to include outreach
to farmers, municipalities, urban dwellers, and classrooms across
the county.
On our own properties, KMLT nature preserves are tended to
year round by a labor force of volunteers who follow land management plans specifically tailored for each property. At our
woodland preserves like Beulah Bluff and Petersen Island
Woods, many invasive species are hand pulled or cut to make
way for native wildflowers
and grasses.
Turtle Creek and Jackson
Creek Preserves are
Walworth County has beautiful public lands, like
Beulah Bog pictured above, where KMLT conducts mostly wet prairies and
wetlands where we work
education events for communities .
with trained consultants
to burn these diverse habitats on a planned schedule. Without fire,
these landscapes exploding with native plants change into thickets
of invasive brush with dwindling habitat for wildlife.
Organizations like KMLT cannot do it all alone so we look to our
community residents to find ways to give them the knowledge and
tools to be good stewards in their own outdoor spaces. Stewardship ensures that nature remains close at hand. It’s our job to tend
to nature through preservation and stewardship. So pick up that
planting trough or weed whacker and join us in making our world a
better place to be.
Price Park prairie seeding on a spring day.

This spring KMLT is partnering with communities across
the county to bring stewardship tools closer than ever. On
Saturday, May 5th at libraries in East Troy, Elkhorn, Delavan and Whitewater you can learn what you can do in
your own yard to be a good steward. Native plants loved
by pollinators will be available, one per household, to get
you started. To learn more about what this event, and
what KMLT is doing to be good stewards visit our website: kmlandtrust.org.
Thinking of spring, then think Stewardship!

